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Introduction

Posters are widely used in the academic community, and most 

conferences include poster presentations in their program. Rese-

arch posters summarize information or research concisely and at-

tractively to help publicize it and generate discussion. The poster 

is usually a mixture of a brief text mixed with tables, graphs, pictu-

res, and other presentation formats. At a conference, the resear-

cher stands by the poster display while other participants can come 

and view the presentation and interact with the author.

Materials and Methods

• Information should be readable from about 2 meters away

• Title is short and draws interest

• Word count of about 300 to 800 words

• Text is clear and to the point

• Use of bullets, numbering, and headlines make it easy to read

• Effective use of graphics, color and fonts

• Consistent and clean layout

• Includes acknowledgments, your name and institutional affiliation

Results

The scope of many projects is too large to fit into a single good 

poster – it‘s all about editing the story you want to tell. Hear from 

one presenter about this process:

› To make my poster, I started by thinking about my art, which 
was the ready-made outcome of my project. I had all kinds 
of art: pencil sketches in my journal, acrylic disasters, marker 
drawings, graphic design pieces, and a whole variety of finis-
hed and unfinished pen and ink pieces. I knew I couldn’t in-
clude all of it. For instance, even though I had some graphic 
design pieces I really liked, I chose not to include them be-
cause I decided my poster would function better as a snap-
shot of my summer project, instead of as a summary. ‹
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A poster is a visual represen-

tation of an author‘s scientific

research. The purpose of the

poster is to outline a piece of

work in a form that can be

quickly and efficiently commu-

nicated with the intention of sti

mulating interest and discussi-

on. The presenters must be 

available to discuss their pos-

ters with other attendees. The 

most effective poster sessions 

allow enough time for each at-

tendee to meet with a signifi-

cant number of the poster pre

senters.
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Conclusions

A good poster can‘t make up for bad research
But a bad poster can make good research hard to recognize
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